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Ref: 2022-258  Strasbourg, 8 April 2022 

 

Dear Congress members, 

 

Since the beginning of the war waged by the Russian Federation against Ukraine, the Congress 

condemned in the strongest terms this blatant breach of international law, and stressed that it 

stood firmly by Ukraine and its people. 

In addition to the statements of political solidarity with Ukraine and condemnation of the war, we 

also found it extremely important to co-ordinate the efforts of local and regional authorities of 

the member States of the Council of Europe and their associations in support for their Ukrainian 

counterparts and citizens, and we looked for ways to complement our political support with 

support for concrete operational activities of Congress members and their cities and regions. 

One of these activities includes close co-ordination with our partners the European associations 

of local and regional authorities, such as the Association of European Regions (AER), 

Association of European Border Regions (AEBR), Conference of Peripheral and Maritime 

Regions (CPMR), to name just a few. We are meeting every two weeks to co-ordinate their 

respective support activities to the Ukrainian people, municipalities and regions. 

In addition, and as announced during the 42nd Congress Session, a new matchmaking online 

platform, Cities4Cities, was launched on 29 March 2022 at the initiative of Bernd Vöhringer 

(Germany, EPP/CCE), President of the Chamber of Local Authorities and Mayor of 

Sindelfingen, with the Congress’ support. 

This free online exchange tool will serve to match the demands and needs of Ukrainian cities 

with the capacity, know-how and supply from other European cities. Through this platform, local 

leaders in Ukraine will be supported in addressing the daily challenges of citizens in their cities, 

towns and villages. 

Our partners, the European associations mentioned above, will, as part of this result-oriented 

solidarity action, promote it with their members, inviting them to register and offer support to 

their Ukrainian peers. In the same vein, I would like to use this opportunity to invite you too to 

register your authority on the platform, and to share it with your peers and colleagues in Ukraine. 

The larger the scale of the outreach we can ensure, the better effects we will be able to achieve. 

  

https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/42nd-session
https://www.cities4cities.eu/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/cities4cities-new-matchmaking-platform-launched-to-support-ukrainian-local-and-regional-authorities
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The Association of Ukrainian Cities is closely associated with this initiative and on behalf of Mr 

Vöhringer I would like to invite you again to join this platform. 

 

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Andreas Kiefer 

 

 

 

 

cc: Secretaries of the national delegations 


